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 The word “Idealism” ought not to suggest 
‘ideas’ as if idealism were some sort of  
reformist movement or exclusively ethical 
system.The word idealism is derived from the 
Greek word ‘idea’ which simply means 
something seen. Plato used this word in his 

philosophy as a technical term for ‘universals’ 
opposite word to particulars. 

 Here we will study idealism with its forms. 



 In philosophy, idealism is the group of 
philosophies which assert that reality, or 
reality as we can know it, is fundamentally 
mental, mentally constructed, or otherwise 
immaterial. 

 Epistemologically, idealism manifests as a 
skepticism about the possibility of knowing 
any mind-independent thing 



 In modern philosophy the word idealism is 
used to describe the view that reality is of 
the nature of ideas, that mind  or self is the 
fundamental reality. 

 It means that external world cannot exist 
independently without mind.  

 Here is two types of idealism 

 Objective Idealism 

 Subjective Idealism 



 Objective idealism asserts that the reality of 
experiencing combines and transcends the 
realities of the object experienced and of 
the mind of the observer. 

 Proponents include Thomas Hill Green, 
Josiah Royce, Benedetto Croce and Charles 
Sanders Peirce. 

 Absolute idealism is G. W. F. Hegel's 
account of how existence is comprehensible 
as an all-inclusive whole.  



 Hegel called his philosophy "absolute" idealism 
in contrast to the "subjective idealism" of 
Berkeley and the "transcendental idealism" of 
Kant and Fichte, which were not based on a 
critique of the finite and a dialectical 
philosophy of history as Hegel's idealism was.  

 The exercise of reason and intellect enables the 
philosopher to know ultimate historical reality, 
the phenomenological constitution of self-
determination, the dialectical development of 
self-awareness and personality in the realm of 
History. 

 
 





 Platonic idealism usually refers to Plato's theory 
of forms or doctrine of ideas. Some 
commentators hold Plato argued that truth is an 
abstraction.  

 In other words, we are urged to believe that 
Plato's theory of ideas is an abstraction, divorced 
from the so-called external world, of modern 
European philosophy, despite the fact Plato 
taught that ideas are ultimately real, and 
different from non-ideal things--indeed, he 
argued for a distinction between the ideal and 
non-ideal realm. 

 





 The second type of idealism is subjective 
idealism. Here is the meaning of this 
theory: 

 Subjective Idealism (immaterialism or 
phenomenalism) describes a relationship 
between experience and the world in which 
objects are no more than collections or 
"bundles" of sense data in the perceiver.  



 Proponents include Berkeley, Bishop of 
Cloyne, an Irish philosopher who advanced a 
theory he called immaterialism, later referred 
to as "subjective idealism", contending that 
individuals can only know sensations and 
ideas of objects directly, not abstractions 
such as "matter", and that ideas also depend 
upon being perceived for their very existence 
- esse est percipi; "to be is to be perceived". 

 



 Here we studied Idealism with its popular 
interpretation and kinds. More information can be 
had from the following references: 
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